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What is a Problem Mare ?

ÂMares bred for 3+ consecutive cycles

ÂBarren mares

ÂOlder maiden mares



Reasons for a Problem Mare ?

Â Ovaries

Â Uterus 

Â Infection

Â Inflammation

ÂScar tissue

ÂClearance

Â Vulvar conformation

Â Hormones 

Â Management



Mares do not become problem breeders overnight



Breeding Soundness Exam

Â Physical exam

Â Ultrasound

Â Uterine culture (including Fungus)

Â Uterine biopsy

Â Vulvar conformation

Â Hormone levels



Biopsy Evaluation

Endometrial Biopsy

Category Foaling Rate

I 80 ð90%

IIA 50 ð80%

IIB 10 ð50%

III < 10%



Treatment Before Breeding Season

Â Antibiotic infusions

Â Diluted betadine

Â Caslicks



Breeding the Problem Mare

Â Minimize number of inseminations

Â HCG

Â Deslorelin

Â Ultrasound uterus 

Â Fluid: before & after AI

Â Edema: before & after AI

Â Ultrasound ovaries 



Breeding the Problem Mare

ÂTreatment during breeding
ÂUterine lavage 

ÂAntibiotics

ÂOxytocin

ÂSettle

ÂDexamethasone


